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Report on the States held at Deviot Sailing Club


23 boats lined the sandy edge of the Tamar for a great weekend of racing and socialising.

Just looking out onto the swirling water made us all realise we were in for some tricky tidal racing.

As it turned out the tide was an issue but picking the wind shifts fanning out off the land was even more important.

Andrew Roberts sailed well in race 1 only to fall victim to the PRO’s use of an I flag for every start.

Tony Fist’s new boat with a striking red colour scheme had a few wondering who was going to shape up as contenders.

Jeremy seemed to have taken over George’s new boat and Dad was relegated to sailing 2XS1V.

With good breezes we were able to put in 4 races on day 1 which pleased the southerners no end as it looked like we wouldn’t have to sail on Monday.

The “Shit of a Day” award had numerous nominations but John Genders won it easily.

He was still screwing on fittings to his new boat and just made the start of heat two only to find the high tech lines he chose slid through the plastic cleats and wouldn’t hold.
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George Fish  from hard left crosses the fleet.

After day 1 Matt led from Jeremy by 2 points with George and Andrew close behind.

The southerners as usual partied well into the night.

Day 2 saw a 15 knot southerly which worked beautifully for heat 5.

Going inshore out of the tide was critical but easy to overdo it. If greed took over from reason, sailors found themselves in little wind only to see those further out sailing away on breeze.

Start of heat 6  saw a huge port bias with the fleet on port tack. Sadly the wind died progressively to leave Andrew Roberts in front on the second leg but with no wind and the race abandoned.

After lunch a patchy sea-breeze greeted the fleet for the last two heats.

The fleet struggled to get away cleanly after another hugely biased port start which made it very difficult to get safely off the line.

Jeremy decided to follow Dad inshore as it had worked so well previous race. Glory was not to be as he slumped to a 7th with Matt winning the heat.
After a drop it looked like the title was decided with one race to go.  For heat 7 the leaders managed to bury themselves back in mid-fleet and were happy to drop the last one.

The PRO wasn’t finished with us yet and decided to run an 8th heat despite us all looking worn out and satisfied.

Another huge port bias and Jeremy won the start at pin end to go on to win the heat convincingly.

As it gave another drop the race didn’t affect the series scores significantly.
Best placed junior was Eric Szabo who gave the leaders a wake up call at times.

Best placed woman was Sally Cooper sailing in her first season. 
Handicap winner was James Hall who was one of three to travel from Dover where Sabres are starting to take off.

A big thanks to all the people from Deviot for making the State Titles successful.

It really is a delight to go to a club with an honest country feel and laid back atmosphere to match.
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AGM
The AGM was held at lunch time on Sunday whilst waiting for the breeze to fill.
A good number of volunteers pitched to make up this years committee which will be helping to organise the Nationals at Xmas.

There was agreement to hold next States at Dover over the Easter weekend in conjunction with the Dover regatta.

Making our class visible at regattas like Dover has immense value apart from supporting the club, having good racing and catching up with fellow sailors from around the state.
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Part of the line up of Sabres at Safety Beach Nationals.

Sabres for sale
Name:                                       “Eat My Bubbles”

Sail number:                              1409 

Hull:                                          Red hull with timber deck

Condition:                                 Very good

Location:                                  Lindisfarne YC

Price:                                        $2,500

Contact:                                    George Underwood - 0411 590 147


For Sale
Tenacity 1708
Built by Matt Westland in 2005
Very stiff and fast boat, with bottom panels epoxy, glassed both sides.
Varnished decks and cockpit, white hull.
Good con Mid-Cut Walker sail 
Ready to Race! 
$3500 ono
 
For Sale
Excellent condition Walker Mid-Cut sail, purchased for 2007/08 nationals, only used for regattas.
$300
Can be purchased with or separate to boat.

Contact Caitlyn Druery 
62658970
0407479509
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sabre for sale

“Rocket Man”
2 seasons old

A class measurement certificate

Ronstan roller bearing fitout

Hull on minimum weight

PJ storage cover
Alum. beach dolly

12 months RACT insurance cover

$3700

Contact Bill Gregory 0408886546
Footage from the States

Thanks to Paul and Wendy from “Alvin” for taking this footage and putting it up on the link attached.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kVbT7GEAlwU
Pip with her constant big smile rests between heats at the club.








