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Newsletter of the Sabre Sailing Association of Vic

Oct / Nov 2008 



 
Welcome  to the start of a new season ! With our website now such a key part of our communication, we’re now not needing to use the old style ‘newsletters’ much any more – but it’s still nice to get one out around the start of the season just to let people lknow about all the upcoming events. Whether it’s the state and national championships you’re striving for – or to go one better in your club Aggregate – can all of us on the Vic committee wish you fantastic sailing !          www.sabre.org.au
Nationals at Safety Beach  
It’s now only the end next month until the start of the national titles at Safety Beach. For those who are coming – a reminder that your entry should be in by 28 November to avoid the late entry fee.

Things are shaping are really well for the event across many different fronts. The club facilities are fantastic, with the new grass in the rigging area having gone in recently, and their 2 year old club-house still looking stunning. They have also put in large rainwater tanks too, so boat washing won’t be a problem. 
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The Safety Beach Club house – just before the grass goes in.

We are receiving amazing support from a range of sponsors for the event, including sailmakers Qantum, Irwin & Hooper; boatbuilder YMS, foil makers YMS and Frecheville; spar supplier Iecon; fitting supplier Ronstan, sail clothing supplier Zhik, Tucks Ridge winery and the Bonnee Doon hotel. It’s going to mean that there is going to be a really huge array of gear available through a combination of door prizes, awards and an auction night. (Those who attended last year’s nationals in Adelaide will know just how generous our Sabre class sponsors are – and they have really excelled this year with their generosity. You gotta be there to share in the spoils !)

The social program is rapidly expanding, with events planned for 5 of the 8 evenings. In addition to the customary welcome and presentation functions, we’ll also have other nights that will include the Sabre Calcutta, The Hawaiian /auction night, the YMS beach party, and the NYE bbq at Blairgowrie.

Interstate interest is growing, with 4 pencilled in from QLD, 6 from SA, and dozen or so from Tassie known so far. The big Blairgowrie and Black Rock fleets will be out in force, and the folks from Gippsland Lakes jut bring more boats every year. It’s too early to predict what the final numbers will be, but we’re certainly planning for at least 80.

Our sailing instructions have been finalised, and we’ll post them on the Sabre website in due course. Remember that we have no morning racing apart from re-sails if needed, and plan to hold 3 afternoons with a one longer races, and 3 afternoons with 2 shorter races. So that’s 9 races all up (plus an Invitation Race) and hopefully lots of nice sleep-ins. You’ll see too that we’ve given ourselves enough flexibility to swap things around if the weather is not kind – but with the assurance of giving people lots of notice if that is to happen. And no racing in New Year’s Day

For anyone who has never entered a Sabre championship before – you are never going to find a better opportunity to find out than this year. The venue is great, the social program fantastic, and all this together with the relaxed and friendly class spirit that has always been a trade-mark of the club. So have a chat around your club and see who wants to go. It’s not daunting, the buzz is fantastic, and it’s a lovely place to spend the week.

The entry form has been posted to all Vic members, and is available together with the Notice of race on our website.

Andrew Graham
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Ron Fergusson launching at Elwood – like sailing in a washing machine !
New faces on the Vic committee
This year’s AGM saw some turnover on the Vic committee. President for the past 8 years Fiona McCulloch stepped down, and was made a life member of the Association for her superb efforts over all these years. John Dixon has also finished on committee after an even longer 10 year stint as Vic measurer. We also made him a life member to reflect his longstanding contribution. Kirsten Binns Smith is also leaving, but not after helped us out with a fantastic design for the nationals polo shirt this year.

We have been very fortunate though in being able to replace those leaving with three equally talented and passionate Sabre sailors. Callum Burns has been in the class for just a couple of years (after a former life in Fireballs and Contenders before kids) and gave Wayne Bates a serious run for his money at the Vic states this year. Callum sails out of Blairgowrie, although is also such a frequent visitor to Black Rock that they tried to roister him on for duty there. Next is Andy McIntyre. In an earlier life, Andy sailed Mirrors at the highest level and was Commodore of Sydney club Balmoral for 3 years. Now in his second (and brand new) Sabre, he also sails from Blairgowrie. Finally we have Russel Rooney – one of the great characters of the class, as evidenced by his boring boat names (“Fishballs” &  “In a mild curry sauce”). When he is not overseas digging tunnels, he sails out of Black Rock. Frank Landy from Sugarloaf is also our new state Measurer.

Inevitably that much change presents the opportunity for change and new ideas, and we’re looking forward to really building on the momentum that is so evident in the class at the moment.

.

Annual teams racing at Mordialloc Sailing Club
Saturday 29 Nov is the date for the annual teams racing event at Mordi. We normally get around 30 boats taking part, making it a mini pre-Christmas state championship. Sailors form up into teams of 4 – with the best 3 placings in each team contributing to their score. Those who haven’t got enough from their own club are pulled together to create one or more ‘All-Stars’ teams. 

The aim is to run 2 races, and there will be the opportunity to have your annual sail & foil measurement done in the morning (critical if you intend sailing in the nationals). For further info – we’ll post further details on the website in due course. 
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Robbie Graham on his way to winning the junior title in the states at Elwood

Strong year for new boats.

 It looks like 2008 will be another strong year for new Sabres, with a likely 30 new boats being launched. (The average for the past 8 years has been 24). Victoria accounts for 13 of these, Queensland 5 (huge for them), Tasmania 4, South Australia 4, 3 to the USA (yes across the Pacific), and one in the ACT. Among the list include our recently retired president Fiona McCulloch in 1775 ‘Splash’, and fast Black Rock sailor Chris Dance in 1778 ‘Espresso’.

2009 State titles at Gippsland

It’s always an unusual season in the year that we host the nationals – we know we have to organise the state championships as well, but somehow there is always that thought that we’ll get onto it – well after Christmas !

Well, let’s get moving at least on the publicity. 

After coming oh-so-close to being our hosts for the nationals, we thought that the least that we could do was to ask if the Gippsland Lakes Yacht Club would like to host of state championships. With a new committee headed by Sabre sailors James Frecheville, John Foley and Tim Heaney – we’ve been welcomed with open arms. 

Given the distance, we’ve decided to make it a three day event and hold it over the Labor Day long weekend in March. We’ll be holding 6 races in all – 2 short course races on Saturday arvo, a long race on Sunday morning, two shorts on Sunday arvo, and a long on Monday morning. We’ll schedule dinners at the club on both the Sat an Sun evenings, and aim to have the Presentation ceremony at 2 on the Sunday so the Melbourne folk can hit the Princes Hwy.

We’ll provide a Notice of Race and accommodation details in due course – but meanwhile get this in your diary.

For more info about the club – refer  www.sailglyc.com
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Albert Riley in a wild run at Elwood, as fellow Blairgowrie John Petschel gives hot pursuit.

Promo class video
Do make sure you click on the link on the home page of the website and have a look at our ‘Come on Down’ clip. It features footage shot at a training weekend at Black Rock one windy day, plus some shots from the really windy state championships at Elwood this year. Many thanks to Andy McIntyre for creating it. We’re hoping that it is the fore-runner of a full DVD that Andy is working on covering a range of training and tuning topics for the Sabres. Stay tuned !

Measurement sessions
Just a reminder that we have a new state measurer in Frank Landy. Frank is based out at the Sugarloaf dam in Melbourne’s outer NE. At the time of writing this, there remain quite a few new boats awaiting measurement, co make sure you call Frank on 9434 3559  to lock in a time 

Annual sail & foil measurement – for those who will be entering either the national or state championships – will be available on Saturday morning 29 Nov at Mordialloc, or at either Black Rock or Blairgowrie from 10am 6 December. 
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Sophie Toth  from Blairgowrie powering upwind

Wild 08 States at Elwood Sailing Club !
It’s a long time ago now, but the 2008 state championships at Elwood will long be remembered for the cold windy conditions and the resulting surf breaking on the shore. The wind just didn’t really want to let up all weekend, but after lengthy postponements on both the Saturday and Sunday the call went out for us to prepare to launch. Sadly, around a dozen or so of the competitors never even got their boats off their trailers – so daunting were those waves. As it turns out though, virtually the entire fleet managed to get away from the shore on both days thru a combination of careful timing, some great help from volunteers, and guts & determination. It was of course a photographer’s paradise – so Russell Bates managed to capture some of the best Sabre shots ever taken !

With many fleet members coming from areas with small waves or even lake conditions, the voyage out through the breakers saw some interesting spills, with numerous boats capsizing, being swamped or dumped on by waves breaking over the bow. Some questioned if the Sabre was acting as a sailboat or a bath tub with cockpits and feets submerged in a foot or more of water. This was supposed to be pleasant February summer sail after all.
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Andrew Graham in his new boat - Loitering with Intent 

With the venturi down and sucking like crazy most made it out the back and on to the start line relatively dry and ready to commence.

Flags were raised and the crew got ready for the usual start line tactics, jostling back and forth to get the best position. Finally the fleet was away in what could only be described as a rather strong breeze.

For those not use to waves the State Titles was going to be a great initiation. While those who were fuller of figure powered ahead, the average sailor spent most of the race dumping sheet and hanging on for dear life as required. Elwood, known to have some good reefs, did not disappoint with a number of waves rolling through out the back as the fleet approach the top mark.

Reaches were fantastic as the normally underpowered Sabre came into its own in the stiff breeze and strong swell. Boats jumped from one wave to the next as they powered along the incoming swell. The chines and well shaped hull biting into the swell and hanging on nicely as the sailor slid further down the back to pull the nose out of the water and hike hard.

The down wind leg was not as pleasant. Those that tried to jump that extra boat place in a moment of sail pumping, wave catching glory, were often a little disappointed when instead they ended up going for a swim to cool off from their rush of blood. 

Gybing was also an adventure in itself. Occasionally catching a wave into the mark was counter productive as you were unable to get off the wave as it carried you past the buoy and your intended rounding. On most downwind legs conservative was the order of the day. An upright boat is always a fast boat.

The results for race one was made up of the usual suspects. Callum Burns beat Wayne Bates on the line via good strategy and tactics, followed by ever consistent Allan Riley across al breeze conditions and Chris Dance, who while new to Sabres, is showing he has the required skills to mix it with the best. Wayne, Callum and Alan swapped the lead a number of times in close racing, but it was Wayne who showed through to the end and took the second race.

Race two was a repeat of the first with the wind still on the strong side and the waves constant. With bodies becoming more and more fatigued the swim count remained, however the majority of the fleet had learnt that conservatism was the better option and were racing accordingly.

With tired and bruised bodies we all headed into shore which again proved interesting. Those in the know timed the arrival on a lull between waves and managed to jump out and catch the boat before the next wave crashed into the side. Occasionally side stays come in handy. With approx 40 boats arriving on the shore in quick succession it made for good viewing.

Thanks must be paid to Peter Wilcox who while not sailing, donned a wetsuit and dive mask and spent and hour or more in the water across both days, swimming out through the breakers and grabbing people’s forestays holding the boat steady in the breaking waves. This allowed the sailor to jump out, drop there sails and undo all the required ropes while the boat was held steady in the breakers. His efforts were invaluable, especially for those who had broken a part of the boat or themselves and needed assistance to make a safe landing.
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The guys from Gippsland don’t much about – that’s one car and 4 boats.

All sailors and club members pitched in to support the 

arriving fleet and eventually everyone was landed safely and tucked away in either the Sailing club or the angling club next door.

That evening the club hosted a well run BBQ with ample food and the odd beer to keep all satisfied. Some tired bodies headed home to get some well earned rest.

The new day dawned to another pleasant, overcast, cold and windy day. Competitors shivered through a February cold snap up on the balcony and looked forlornly out to sea as the same waves came through the bay.

With the horn blown and the AP lowered it was time to saddle up again. With cold wetsuits to slide into everyone was happily champing at the bit. 

Launching proved the same event as the day prior, with people employing some new techniques after lessons learnt from the day prior, such as partners holding the boat to allow the shorter of the fleet to launch further out in deeper water.
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Russell Rooney’s “In a Mild Curry Sauce” sits high on it’s two storey beach trolley awaiting some respite from the waves at Elwood

 The start line for race three seemed to be sitting on a rather nice reef which meant that large rolling waves were passing through as the fleet racked up. Even those who were from Black Rock, a known spot for rolling waves and seas, were feeling a little sea sick as they waited for the gun.

With the race started all were again away. The fleet was a little down from the day prior with a number of sailors either sitting the day out or retired due to breakages from the day before.

The up fronters were the same pack as Saturday and this time Callum repeated his efforts by knocking over Wayne in the last leg. For those that know the history of Sabres this is a positive thing, as Wayne’s generally dominates in the heavier breeze and its good to see him pushed by someone equally skilled and competitive in those conditions.

 With the final race on the cards for mid Sunday afternoon, it was a very close contest with the top four sailors all vying for contention. A breakage could have seen the whole regatta shift. 

[image: image10.jpg]



Launching into the waves at Elwood in Feb08.

To his credit Wayne held Callum back in the last race and ensured he again took home the winners trophy. Congratulations also to his support crew and sponsors Janine, Keira and Casey for ensuring he got to bed on time and ate all his greens during the event. 

The fleeted headed back in to battle the landing and scrub up for presentation.

The top three spots for the event were 1) Wayne Bates 2) Callum Burns & 3) Alan Riley
Thanks must go to Elwood sailing club for holding the event and putting on a fine feast on Saturday night. .Additionally thank you to Russell and Peter Bates who spent the entire weekend on a duck taking photos of the event and captured some brilliant shots. Your support is much appreciated.

Ashley Parkinson

Around the clubs

Williamstown 
Our opening day was on Sunday 5 October, 3 Sabre sailors opted to attend the Sabre Training Weekend at Black Rock. What a fantastic weekend of training. THANK YOU to every one involved, your time & dedication is appreciated.

The challenge of crossing the shipping channel has commenced . The 1st race of the season, Saturday 11 at 14:00. 8 Sabres eagerly lined up at the start of Div 2; all jockeying the start line, crank on the vang, go…we’re off… like water rats to the next meal. Only problem, the breeze dropped out on the last leg of the race; not a nice feeling when the boat drifts backwards in the tide, are we ever going to get to that elusive finish line. I’m sure, I felt cob webs on me; I saw threads on the wind indicator and stays.

We have a new member, Susannah. Translation, three females

 ganging up on the boys (bouys).. ”Girl Power”. 

Welcome back Catherine & Chris, they’ll raise the level of

 competition a notch or two.

At the moment, we’re trying to organize a team (Willy Wonkers) for the Teams Racing at Mordy on Saturday 29 November; so far, we have 6 that might attend, subject to other commitments. If we have this number at Mordy, I’ll be rapped. We might have the same numbers at National & State Titles?

There are approximately 16 Sabres on the Club register, not all registered are Sabre Association members or “A” certified, just can’t get them to join, but, we are slowly increasing the odds against the non-members.

2008 season’s Class Championship was won by Leon. 

National Titles at S.A. – Daniel (11th) & Andrew (48th).

 Elwood State Titles – Andrew (19th) & sooky, sooky la la

 Rakali (39th).

Our Summer race season will end 18 April 2009. 

Rakali 1606

Black Rock 

It would seem that number at the Rock have been growing over the last few years, with a couple of experienced sailor having joined in. For the last month we have seen fleets of 14 to 20 boats per race. 

To date this season we have seen three new Sabres arrive. Add to that the already existing strong fleet, and a couple of older members who have arrived with new boats, the racing is as intense as ever. 

Alex Newman has been one of the stand out performers, returning to Sabres after some time sailing 14’s and other classes. He and Chris Dance have been having very close battles and should both be worth watching at this years nationals. 

I will also be interesting at teams racing to see how some of the new members go against the top end of the Blairgowrie fleet, and should be a good test for the big event. My money is on the Teams racing trophy coming back to the Rock for another year.

Ashley Parkinson

Blairgowrie. 

New Boats continue to emerge around the club – I just wonder if it would be easier if Brett Young from YMS just moved his factory  down to Blairgowrie and save all the transport ! Andy McInytre has launched ‘Queen’s Boulevard’, Lisa Cockram’s boat has just arrived, and Pam McDougal’s is in the mould as I write. 

Our fantastic fleet continues to provide wonderful racing, and this year should be no different. Andy McIntyre one the aggregate last year, but I expect strong competition from Alan Riley, Callum Burns and Andrew Little for honours this year.

We expect to send a 20 boat contingent up to Safety Beach – and that’s just those that I know about. The start of our season this week will see more faces emerging from winter hibernation, so we’ll be looking to twist your arm!
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And what is that ? That is Tim Heaney’s boom. In Adelaide. With the boom end plug pushed in 30cm. What might the overall result have been had it not given way…..

Chris Dance shares some racing strategy

Racing Tactics is one of the interesting areas of yacht racing, but it's also a topic that's easily over complicated.   We could spend hours analysing every tactical situation, but the on-water reality is that we need to make split second decisions - that is, rely on our "gut feel".  One way to improve our tactics is to first understand how our brain learns.

We have two distinct but related areas of the brain.  One covering 'absolute mathematics' and the other 'approximate mathematics'.  Absolute mathematics covers thought processes like mathematical addition, multiplication, and calculus.  We learn this through formal analysis and explication.  On the other hand a good example of 

approximate mathematics - our "gut feel" - is the coin guess game.  Imagine someone was to pick up a random assortment of coins and scatter then across a table and your job is to guess the value.  If your feedback was simply "correct" or "wrong", after enough rounds you'd eventually get it right and learn from the experience.  Eventually you'd 

learn to pick up on the subtleties such as the unique tinkle of the $2 coin and the fast spin of the 5c coin.  If, on the other hand, your feedback was in the form of, "You guessed $2.25 but it was $2.45. You were $0.20 under.", you'd learn a lot faster.  Our approximate mathematics improves best with quantitative feedback.

The same applies with your racing tactics.  Normally our feedback on the water is success or fail.  If however we take a few moments off the water to think more about the situations encountered and quantify them we'll build a better knowledge base for our "gut feel" to draw upon.  This may take the form of a formal thought process with pen and paper 

weighing up all the options, probabilities and risk/reward. Or, like most sailors, it may simply be having a chat with your fellow competitors in the bar!  Taking some time to quantify your race is a sure fire way to help you improve your tactics.

One area that people don’t focus on enough in racing is the interaction with other competitors.  Don’t win the battle and lose the war. In a regatta situation, it’s so often the case that you’ll benefit from doing favours for people rather than making enemies. People will remember you next lap or race – will they make a bit of space for you, or ‘shut the gate’ ? 

In turn, there is the importance of communicating on the race course. If you want someone to ‘keep going’ then let them know. If they look like barging in next to the start boat – tell them early that they are not going to make it. 

Another area where some assertive communication can work well is downwind in a big fleet. Suggest to other people in your ‘group’ that you not luff each other up the whole way down the leg whilst allowing the next group to catch you up.

More next issue ! 
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Aah yes, getting boats to & from regattas. 2 cars, 3 Sabres and 3 Minnows at Nhill en-route to Adelaide.

Mental Training for Success
Russell Rooney gave a great talk at the Black Rock training weekend last month. Here is a brief summary of his presentation.

Training for sailing, and training weekends, typically conjure up images of able bodied sailors grunting and groaning around a race track while the ever present trainers whip them into frenzy, by barking incessant instructions and improvements through the loud hailer. While these training weekends remain of enormous value one aspect that is often overlooked is the need to mental prepare for your sporting pursuit 

Michael Blackburn states ‘Consider only 5 things matter in sailing, Boat Speed, Boat Handling, Tactics, Strategy and Psychology’.

We all spend (or imagine spending) most of any training on the physical aspects that will improve our sailing performance, but what are we doing about improving our mental performance. Could it be that your mental game is your Achilles heel? 

At the 2008 Training Weekend a presentation raised the notion that not only did all athletes at all levels benefit by the practicing of some simple mental skills, but that the potential for impairment to an athlete’s performance rose in unison with the importance of the event, if these mental skills are not managed.

There are some simple tools and resources will help you remove psychological barriers that can get in the way of peak performance and give you some control over your own performance.  You hear the same thing all the time, "Sports is 90-95% mental." Athletes and coaches at all levels say it, but how many of them do something about it? It may be common knowledge, but it is not always common practice. Maybe they don't have the time, maybe they don't have the resources, or maybe down deep they don't really believe it. Most athletes fatigue mentally before they fatigue physically, due to the fact that their mind is not in as good of shape as their bodies.

One of most common statements uttered by sailors is the ‘I want to do well’ but wanting to do well rarely results in sailing well, whereas sailing well can often result in winning. The presentation explored the mental training can bring this determination into focus. There are some well defined and universally accepted mind training exercises and Rules of Sports Psychology that will go a long way assisting you being as mentally prepared as you can be, so that your physical performance doesn’t let you down when it matters.
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Boats preparing to leave the beach at the Adelaide nationals in Jan 08

Another thought is that it’s important to remember that sailing is a most unusual sport in that the umpires are a few km and a few hours away – meaning that 99.9% of interactions between boats are going to need to be ‘self-assessed’ by the competitors. This makes it an imperative for a successful sailor to possess sufficient ‘emotional intelligence’ – ie a certain mental strength to be assertive, as well as having the ability to be able to ‘move-on’ from any incident or adverse communication with another competitor. How do you deal with conflict? Conflict is a fact of life on the race course. How you respond will have a large bearing on how you succeed in your racing. Do you dwell over incidents, spend the next leg being angry at how in the right you were, or how wrong at was for the other sailor to raise their voice –or do you quickly put it behind you and concentrate on the race. If you are a person who is not strong at dealing with interpersonal conflict issues in everyday life – then you find the same problems facing you in racing.

Even if you have a conflict free race – you also need to have an anxiety free race too. When you leave the shore, you need to empty your mind of  the thousand and one issues that might be filling your mind; and in their place fill them with issues relevant to the race ahead. Think tide, think wind patterns, think line bias, think that line of cloud on the horizon.

Sabres are a great class to sail with a great group of fun-spirited competitors. We have different constraints of age, time, finances and ability and success means different things to different people. Success means to you whatever you like it to be, but we are competitors and we do enter competitions so perhaps some mental skills will go a long way to help you attain your personal level of success.

A final thought – do you look at the boats around you on the beach before the race and mentally calculate your likely finishing order because of a perceived’ pecking order’ ? If you do, then consider it a self fulfilling prophecy.

There was too much content in the talk to include here more information - turn up to next year’s training weekend and you’re bound to hear and see information that you may find of value and of interest to assist you on your sailing pursuits. 

Keeping Track of your Tacks!
We’d all like to improve our sailing, but often it’s hard to really know what to improve.  On a typical weekend, the good guys are quickly in front and there is no way to tell what they are doing right and you wrong.  

Sometimes a race is lost on a “bad leg”, but what actually happened and what went exactly went wrong?   Often we never find out.  How do we identify our current weakest point of sailing that we should be attending to first?

At the Sabre Training, Chris Dance emphasised that our best learning opportunities are the time we spend thinking off the water.  But we also need solid information to learn from, and often this is not available or soon forgotten.

With the recent arrival of low cost GPS tracking devices, it’s now easy to record a boat’s track around the course. So, in the second half of last season, me and a few others at Blairgowrie experimented with a matchbox sized GPS device the QStarz BT-Q1000, which can be picked up for around $140. 

Over the winter months, I have spent some long hours developing a software package intended to turn our GPS tracks into useful information.   With “TackTracker”, as it’s now called, we can play the race again, in real time, or tack by tack, leg by leg.  As we do so, the software will tell us how far we have sailed, how fast we are going, and how high we are sailing on both port and starboard tack.
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Its fun to play your track around the course, and there are plenty of things to learn, but the real value is attained when a number of sailors get together and share their tracks with each other.  Then you can ascertain who travelled the shortest distance on the windward leg, who was sailing fastest, and who highest.  At moments in the race where you may have fallen back, you can see what you were doing in relation to the other boats you were competing with. 

Taking a look at the program itself, there are three main sections.  A track browser maintains a library of your tracks organised by date, so you can easily find tracks from past races.
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 Secondly, the track player displays and plays your tracks. 

Thirdly a results area provides tables and charts giving you the information you need to understand exactly what is going on. 
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The interactive charts include speed, such as the one shown, and “deviation”, which measures each boat’s angle to the mark on both of port and starboard tacks.
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Notice on the speed chart above how the speed drops with each tack.  You can also see how long it takes to recover full speed.  In the chart above, the dips are wider for the yellow boat (me).   There’s something for me to work on over summer!

What’s next?

On behalf of interested sailors, I’m organising a bulk purchase of GPS units direct from QStarz.   The more people that join in the better the price we are likely to get.  I’ll be placing the order in early November and delivering during November.

If you would like to participate in the GPS purchase, or find out more about TackTracker, please send me an email at:

geoff@tacktracker.com
Geoff Smith, Aquila V

New Year Race Weekend

Date 17 & 18 January 2008 Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron

Racing will be part of the normal Blairgowrie race series for the day – and we expect 30 – 35 Sabres on the water.

