Tas Sabre News   January 2009
[image: image1.jpg]Association of
Australia

j Sabre Sailing




 December went with a blur so no copy for that month.

Nationals report
For full results see link below.
http://safetybeachsailingclub.com/2008/10/news-of-the-week/
Overall we had an absolute hoot. Lots of good racing from a very welcoming club as well as serious socialising. Great to catch up with friends from previous Nationals.
The winds were mainly moderate with one day of winds just over 20knots…with a big sea which made for fast off-wind fun.  Winds were either unstable SW gradients 
or reasonably stable sea-breezes.
80 boats made for some tricky starts and mark-roundings.

Some of the Tassie youngsters took to socialising with gusto and romances were blossoming in the boat park. Hard for the oldies to keep up the pace.

Heaps of people were keen to come to Tassie next year so we can look forward to a great Nationals  here in Hobart.

Lots of pictures to come next issue via Steb Fisher. Check out his website for some great Sabre shots. (Steb Fisher Photography)
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Happy Tassie sailors on presentation night.

A few things the editor learnt from the regatta-

· On black flags don’t assume the PRO will ping those over. If you have to, go with the front row without putting your nose in front.

· Work hard at securing space to leeward so you can get up to speed quickly…..but don’t be too greedy and leave a huge space for others to jump into.

· Steer up and over waves to avoid slamming. Slamming is death in lumpy waves.

· Don’t get psyched out. The sailors in front of you are beatable if you sail just better than them for some of the time. Patience is important.

· Tassie sailors spend too much time in flat water conditions (just a case of where the clubs are located) Given the Nats will be off Bellerive get some practice in waves and slop for next year.
· Off- wind the top sailors are pumping once, on most every wave.

· Avoid chasing waves which require big changes of direction. The boat gets slowed too much.
· In lumpy down-wind planing watch out for sitting back too far. Only slide back for the most extreme waves.

· Softish vang  with the leech flicking is fastest in moderate ¾ reaching.

· Top sailors were sitting boat quite upright on reaches and giving one body movement ie impulse hike as needed. Heeling to windward is fast but precludes the impulse hike to drive down waves which in moderate stuff is fastest.

· Working out the beer was free at the bar one evening, was very smart.
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 Matt at the top mark in front of Wayne Bates.(green hull) First time he’s ever beaten Wayne in a heat.
Upcoming events-
Jan 31st
  Block buster weekend at PDYC. The club is keen to accept Sabres so if you are interested contact Andrew Fist for details. Ph 0417384156


(good place to practice for the States)

Feb 8th 
YT Yardstick Regatta held at Hobart Regatta grounds. This has been a great event in past years with big fleets of dinghies. Good back to back racing on trapezoid courses. Details via Yachting Tas site or enter through LSC. Either rig at regatta grounds or LSC.
Feb 21 and 22nd Crown Series at Bellerive Yacht Club. This is by far the best regatta for dinghies and keel boats in Tassie. Excellent prizes and a good social atmosphere. Excellent place to practice for the Nationals next year.
March 7,8,9th
Sabre State Titles at Deviot.
 The States is the biggest turn out of Sabres each year.
Deviot is a great club with a country feel. Camping on the club grounds is a popular way to go. Good flat water sailing with tide to keep you thinking. Details including notice of race and sailing instructions will be posted on Sabre site soon.

April 11,12th Dover Regatta (still need to confirm that date)
A unique regatta with truly country laid back feel at the most southerly club in Australia. Lots of accommodation options including camping just in front of the club which Sabres really enjoyed last year.

One of the few places where you get to sail around an island as a mark of the course- and yes you get to choose which way to go around!
GPS Trackers

After a demonstration in the Nationals invitation race where trackers were allowed, most people felt they were a great idea. It adds another dimension to your sailing after the race and does give good opportunities to learn.

At the National AGM, Tassie delegates undertook to draft a possible change to the Sabre rules to allow these at all events.

See the National website if you are keen to get a tracker. Three boats at LSC have them now and it is great to share tracks after the racing.

Proposal to be put to other State bodies for voting-

That the following rule be added to Options section 1.11.3 of the Sabre rules.
“GPS units can be carried on board for purpose of storing tracks, however information is not to be accessed nor visually accessible whilst racing.”

If you have any strong objections to this being put forward  to the National body for voting please contact Matt Westland or Chris Keil.

Building News
Martin Grose from MBYC is progressing well with his new boat. Up to sanding and painting.

Steve Harrison from PESC  has launched his boat. Rumour has it that the two young boys cleaned him up in the first race…..then again you can’t always trust rumours.
New boat- Andrew Fist’s dad from Deviot  has a new Young Marine fibreglass Sabre with a seriously slick red colour scheme. Word is the paint job looks real cool.
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Here’s a nice pic of Martin’s boat in an earlier phase. Note the novel technique he has used to hold down the inner edge of the deck so no nails are needed. Basically he has used the quick action clamps backwards to press on a batten to hold deck down. Very smart builder!

News from Deviot

Sabre racing has been a bit quiet the last few weekends, with the Sabre sailors sensibly

staying away from the Safari. The pennant races however have been closely fought

affairs. Dry Ice picked up an early lead by surviving the blusterous opening day at TYC,

and getting a break on Still Runninamuck who capsized at the wing mark and didn’t

compete any further. Frank has been extremely competitive, and the main strategy the rest

of us have against him is encouraging him to buy a cat. The last person who needed a new

Sabre was George Fish, but despite this he has upgraded XSIV to XS, which we have

seen on the water once so far. George generously gave the fleet a 2 minute lead by

starting early, and wasn’t able to catch Frank. Talon in Mumbo Jumbo has been doing

very well, and has survived some heavy winds. Josh also has done well in Supertramp,

and is getting very competitive. Crash Bandicoot is generally not far off the front of the

fleet. Mark Taylor in Badabin has competed a few times and is showing a good turn of

speed. Impulse has been doing extremely well, and I for one have spent considerable time

looking at Impulse’s transom. We are also pleased to welcome Geoff Robson to the

Sabre ranks. Geoff has bought No Idea, and is keen to learn the ropes.
Tony Fist.

See you out sailing a Sabre.

Matt.

