Sabre Nationals  Dec 2011 - Jan 2012

Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron

Information Sheet for Competitors
The Victorian Sabre Association and members of the Blairgowrie Yacht Squadron would like to welcome the record fleet of competitors for the 2011/12 Club Marine National Sabre Championships. We have a lot of racing and a packed social program ahead for you, and hope that you get some opportunity too to spend a bit of time experiencing the attractions of the Mornington Peninsula. the Sabre Class is currently going from strength to strength with the highest number of new boats launched in well over a decade; big growth in our championship fleet sizes, and the establishment of our new fleet in WA. Let's hope that this regatta reflects all that is great about the Sabre class - fantastic racing with a great class spirit and atmosphere.

The information sheet below is designed to provide as much guidance as we could think of to make your time at the regatta go smoothly !

Dropping off boats on 26 / 27 / 28 December.
We are going to have as many helpers as we can muster to greet visitors on these days and take your boat & trailer while you go off and move your car. Come down the driveway adjacent to the red BYS sign about 50m down the road from the 'Boathouse' / 'Cafe Legend'. If you are arriving outside the busy times - the club grounds should be open at all times. Take you boat between the bollards to the right of the clubhouse and head for the beach. We'll get you sorted out later.

We encourage as many of you as possible to drop off your boats on either boxing day or the morning of Dec 27. There is a lot of activity around the club in the immediate post-Xmas period with junior sail training in the mornings and visiting Keel Boat crews preparing for their start for the Melbourne to Tasmania races. (If you arrive just before the final registration session closes at 11.30 on 28 Dec then logistics might be a problem)

Trailer storage
Trailer storage will be available on the vacant area behind Moody's motel on the corner of the Loop an the Pt Nepean Road. This is about 100m from the driveway down to BYS. Trailers may not be stored within the BYS grounds - we just have too many boats to squeeze in !

Car parking
With so many competitors, beach-goers and BYS members - car parking will be under strain. The spots along the driveway to the club will fill up early. You might find it easier to head straight for the 'upper' car-park above the western boundary of the club. Next option is in road called the Loop which is parallel to the main road. There is a path between the Loop which comes out on the main road next to the bus stop behind the back of the clubhouse. We are in last minute discussions with council to get approval for roadside parking along the bay side above the club. If the no-parking signs get covered up - go for it. Note that the member's car-park will be available for dropping off and picking up boats at the start and end of the regatta - but not for competitor parking. 

Boat storage
From the outset we have been wanting to have our visiting Sabres able to rig in front of the club - although 125 boats is potentially going to make this a challenge. We shall see ! 

Please do not store or rig your boats on the lawn directly in front of the club-house - this is an area we need to keep free of boats. Otherwise - we have a lot of beach frontage from the pier to the area in front of the bathing boxes east of the club - so take your pick. We plan on having visiting boats stored in rows that simply extend the existing 9 rows of BYS's club boats - which will mean we keep 'lane-ways' for all boats to access the water. Please follow any directions from our beach marshals.

New Year's Eve
If you are interested - all members of the Sabre fleet are welcome to join us for a bbq at the club on New Year's Eve. BYO all food and utensils - club provides the bbq's. Not sure at time of preparing this if the bar will be open. It probably will - in which case no BYO

Beach Trolley numbering
Can you please be sure to put your sail number in nice big letters on your beach trolley to aid the helpers on the beach.

Regatta Office
Will be located at the west ends of the club near the start of the pier. Registration will take place here; and this will be the place for picking up any official forms you may need.

First Aid

Any first aid issues - head to the regatta office.

Canteen
Located on the ground floor at the east end of the club

Bar
All competitors will be made honorary members for the duration of the regatta for liquor licensing purposes. Please note no bare feet upstairs; an no drinking outside the bollarded areas on the grass downstairs. And no BYO. After race drinks and daily awards for Sabre competitors will generally be held under the deck and on the surrounding lawn. each day, commencing around 30 minutes after the fleet returns ashore.

Showers & Change rooms
Located adjacent to the canteen at the east end of the club. In addition, temporary shower facilities will be located adjacent to the regatta office near the start of the pier.

Photos
We are delighted that Steb Fisher will be back to take photos again this regatta. He will be out on a RIB on most days (particularly when the wind is up). A CD capturing all the images will be available to competitors for $20 (to be confirmed)

The Vic Association will also be having one of the race days professionally videoed to allow subsequent preparation of a class promotional video.

Washing Boats
The club uses bore water for lawn watering and boat washing. The bore water from the hoses in the boat storage areas is not recommended for drinking,

Changes to Sailing Instructions
The downside to placing the Sailing Instructions on the website early has been the increased likelihood of changes after doing so ! Yes, we have made changes to the SI's relative to the version first posted in October and even relative to the printed set. All are summarised in an official notice to competitors which will be provided at registration and placed on the regatta noticeboard.

Sponsor's stickers. 
Please ensure that Club Marine stickers (2) and Zhik (1) are affixed to the front of your boat, and Ronstan and Dinghy Shop stickers to each side of your boom. These will be supplied at registration.

Boat shop

Nearest place selling boat fittings, rope, and all the usual nautical bits & pieces is the Wooden Boatshop at 129 Hotham Rod Sorrento Ph 5984 4333

Results
Daily results will be posted on the windows of the junior lounge; and will also be posted on the Sabre website sabre.org.au on the Australia page. 

Social Functions

There will be 3 ticketed functions during the regatta (Opening dinner 28 Dec, Pasta Night 30 Dec and Presentation Dinner 3 Jan). Ticket sales for these close 22 Dec, 28 Dec and 28 Dec respectively. Tickets purchased at time of entry will be provided at registration. An informal BYO NYE bbq will be held at the club on 31 Dec. On 2 Jan, Brett Young from YMS will put on 'Party Night' for competitors with free bbq snacks and drink for competitors

Race Management
At around 125 boats, our fleet size will be at about the maximum that one would prudently start with a 'single fleet'. Doing so has been our objective though as we feel that most are wanting to experience the special buzz of being in a fleet of this size. As the entries have increased; we have had a number of discussions with our PRO for the event (Peter Southwell from BYS) in order to ensure we're adopting the most sensible race management initiatives. (See earlier comment re changes to the SI's). 

Competitors are encouraged to refer to the ISAF 'blue book' to refresh their knowledge of the implication of the use of the black flag during the start sequence; and are also reminded of the importance on focussing on flags on the start boat rather than just sound signals. (particularly those signals that proceed the 5 minute warning signal eg Orange flag going up; and the lowering of a postponement flag or General recall flag) Past experience have seen the unfortunate sight of some competitors attempting to start a minute too early due to mis-reading of signals.....

